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The Project “The USA: Secrets of Success”
Работа над проектом направлена на сбор информации о США, ознакомление участников проекта с этой информацией, ее анализ и обобщение фактов, предназначенных для широкой аудитории.
Цели: 
-практическая: осуществить защиту проектов учеников по теме “The USA”, организовать работу с лексико-грамматическим материалом по теме “English –speaking countries” на уровне монологического высказывания, мини-монолога, предложения; организовать работу по информационному чтению и проверить умения учащихся получать информацию из текста.; организовать аудирование по теме.
-развивающая: развивать оперативную и долгосрочную память, умение планировать свое речевое высказывание на уровне мини-монолога; развивать технику информационного чтения, логического и аналитического мышления; развивать языковую и слуховую догадку; развивать творческое мышление, творческий подход к выполнению заданий1.
-воспитательная: воспитывать уважение к традициям и обычаям народа США, воспитывать толерантность, заинтересованность в расширении своих знаний, достижений ситуаций успеха каждого соучастника творческого процесса.
-
Plan of Realization of the Project
	
	What should be done at the beginning of the project?
	Who will do it, or who can help do it?
	When should it be done?

	1
	Arrange a time to work in the computer laboratory
	teacher
	Well in advance

	2
	Ensure in advance that the pupils are capable o working on computers
	teacher
	Before starting the project

	3
	Allocate time on the computers
	teacher
	Before starting the project

	4
	Determine a method of saving work on the computers and a path of access for pupils to previously saved information
	teacher
	Before starting the project

	5
	Decide on a time for completion of the project
	teacher
	After classes

	6
	Agree on a time to demonstrate the finished projects
	administration
	At the beginning of the project

	7
	Introduce pupils to the criteria for evaluation o their work on the project
	teacher
	Before starting the project

	
	What must be done during the project?
	Who should do it, or who can help do it?
	When should it be done?

	1
	Divide the pupils into groups and assign responsibilities
	teacher
	2,5 weeks before presentation

	2
	Organize individual work
	Teacher, group leaders
	2,5 weeks before presentation

	3
	Find and gather books and audiovisual materials which will be used in the project
	teacher
	2,5 weeks before presentation

	4
	Review the materials selected for the project with the pupils, and give recommendations for further research
	teacher
	2 weeks before presentation

	5
	Discuss with the pupils the form of the presentation to be conducted
	Teacher, pupils
	1,5 weeks before presentation

	6
	Check the progress of the pupils’ work to ensure that the project will be completed on time 
	teacher
	1 week before presentation

	7
	Offer pupils extra help
	teacher
	During the project

	8
	Take pictures of the pupils at work
	pupils
	During the project’

	9
	Place an article in the school newspaper
	pupils
	At the end of the project

	10
	Invite teachers and pupils to see the presentation
	teacher
	At the end of the project

	
	What needs to be done after the presentation of the project?
	Who will do it, or who can help do it?
	When does it need to be done?

	1
	Evaluate the pupils’ projects
	teacher
	After the presentation o the project

	2
	Evaluate the project as a whole, ask the pupils for feedback on the success of the project
	teacher
	After the presentation o the project

	3
	Present awards to pupils who worked on the project
	Teacher, pupils
	After the presentation o the project

	4
	Use the results of the project during future lessons of the subject when relevant to the topic being studied
	teacher
	As needed

	5
	Think about another project which can be effectively carried out with the use of computer technology 
	teacher
	After finishing the project



National Parks of the USA
Americans man-made greatest attractions are Disney World (6 million visitors a year) and the museums of Smithsonian Institution. But they can not complete with America’s greatest natural attractions. These are the National and State Parks. These can neither be imported nor exported, but only preserved and protected. The U.S. National Park System includes some 330 areas from coast to coast. The best known are the Grand Canyon, the Everglades and the Sequoia National Parks. It has the area of over 100,000 square miles. These are also many State parks, wilderness areas, protected seashores, and recreational areas. Camping and hiking have become extremely popular as a result. Wilderness trails are found in all sections of the country. The thousand o camping sites have well-earned international reputation for being inexpensive, uncrowded, and clean. Access to the parks is controlled and limited.
Americans had lived so close to the wildness for so long that they have a special love for it. For many Americans going to where other people are not is still a very important part of their leisure. Especially in the western parts, the ability to go a few miles out of town is something people value deeply. This side of America surprises foreign visitors. Every year 60 million American visit their National Parks. 
Chimney Rock Park 
Chimney Rock Park is a nature preserve and scenic attraction for all to see and enjoy. It is in the Appalachian Mountains in North Carolina. 
Dr. Lucius Morse came to these mountains in 1902 and was astonished by, the giant granite monolith towering over Hickory Nut Gorge. He bought the 64-acre parcel surrounding it and created a nature preserve. The Park covers now over 1,000 acres.
Chimney Rock that stands majestically over some of the most beautiful terrain one can find, offers the views, which are jar-dropping. Thundering waterfalls is an extraordinary sight. But it’s only the beginning. One can find here the best of the mountains is one place. It is a chance to interact with a dazzling abundance of rare and indigenous plants, extraordinary geological formations and a variety of native wildlife. 
Chimney Rock Park has five different nature trails, ranging in difficulty from easy to strenuous.
They make the ideal outing both for the kids, and for the adults. Pets are welcome too. Most trails are open all year, weather permitting. A lot of people visit the park each year. For them a visit to it is more than a walk in the woods. It’s an unforgettable experience with one of North American’s truly great natural wonders.
Death Valley National Park   
Death Valley National Park, park in south-eastern California and southwestern Nevada, established as a national monument in 1922, and redesigned as a national park in 1994. The park, the largest in the contiguous United States, consists of the desert area known as Death Valley, the surrounding high mountains, as well as additional territory. The lowest point in the western hemisphere, 86m (282 ft) below sea level, is in the park near Badwater. Despite an average monthly rainfall of only 3,5 mm, Death Valley is home to a large number of plants and animals. There are more than 900 species of plants here, includes bighorn sheep, coyotes, bobcats, and wild burros, or donkeys. In the 19th century, tamed burros were used to work in Death Valley’s borax mines. In 1913, the temperature in Death Valley was 57 C (134 F), the hottest temperature ever recorded in the United States. Area: 13,765 sq km (about 8,554sq mi).
Glacier Bay
Glacier Bay is in Alaska, where the mountains rise higher from the sea than any other place on earth. It’s a land of glaciers, big fiords and perpendicular ice walls shining in the sun. Here all varieties of arctic life are preset. One can see, for example, whales sending up fountains o water, seals, white bears, deer, wolves and a great number of birds. There is nothing static at Glacier Bay. It is a world that changes all the time and is a unique laboratory of each processes for scientists. The great glaciers grow slowly, become fantastically large and then slide majestically toward the sea leaving behind new soil were the cycle o growing begins al over again. 
The Great Lakes
The Grate Lakes are a collection of freshwater lakes located in eastern North America, on the Canada – United States border. Consisting of Lakes Superior, Michigan, Huron, Erie, and Ontario,, they form the largest group of freshwater lakes on Earth. They are sometimes referred to as the “Third Coast” by some citizens o the United States. Because of their size, types of ecosystems, and large abundances of beaches and coastal wetlands along their coast, some regard them as inland seas or as one sea.
The Great Lakes region contains not only the five main lakes themselves, but also numerous minor lakes and rivers, as well as approximately 35,000 islands. The lakes lie at different altitudes and are connected by short swift channels. 
 Lake Erie and Lake Ontario are connected by the Niagara River. Throwing its waters over a ledge 50 meters high, it forms the great Niagara Falls, which provides a great attraction to tourists. There are some hydroelectric power stations there. 
The Great Lakes contain roughly 22%  of the word’s fresh water. This is enough water to cover the 48 contiguous U.S. states to a uniform depth of 2.9 m. The combined surface area of the lakes is approximately 244,100 sq km – nearly the same size as the United Kingdom.
The lakes are extensively used for transport, though cargo traffic has descreased considerably in recent years.
The Grand Canyon
The Grand Canyon belongs to seven Nature’s wonders. It is formed by one of the most important rivers of the Pacific Basin, the Colorado, with its source in the snow-clad mountains. It flows across a plateau carving a deep gorge edged by craggy walls. This gorge is called the Grand Canyon.
The Grand Canyon is quite unusual in colour and architecture. 446 km long, 16km across and 1.5 km deep, it is a fantasy of stones and cliffs. Standing near it, you can watch a wonderful play of colours that no artist could describe. The Colorado River is Nature’s main assistant in creating this work of sculpture.
Mammoth Cave National Park
Mammoth Cave National Park, located in southwestern Kentucky, established in 1941. The park was designated a World Heritage Site in 1981, and the core area of an International Biosphere Reserve in 1990 by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization.. The park contains Mammoth Cave, a series of limestone chambers and narrow passages on five separate levels; it connects to two other nearby cave systems to form 560 km (348 mi) of charted passageways – the longest known cave system in the world. It is a great labyrinth of underground corridors, full of colourful formations made by the centuries. Stalactites drop from the ceiling like New Year tree toys,  stalagmites rise from the floor. The formations on the walls are like flowers, trees and animals. Certain sections of the cave have formations that contain crystals of calcite, gypsum, and other minerals that lend the formations colour. Flowing through the cave’s lowest level, about 110 m (about 360 ft) below the surface, is a subterranean stream, the Echo River. The river is 1.2 km (0.75 mi) long, with a maximum width of 60 m (197 ft), and it contains rare animals, including blindfish and colourless and eyeless crayfish. The caverns remain at a near  constant temperature of 12 C (54 F). 
How old is the Mammoth Cave? Its development began about 240 million years ago,  but people discovered it in 1800, when a hunter running after a wonderful bear, suddenly came upon its entrance. Archaeological discoveries indicate prehistoric Native American exploration of the cave. The mummified body of  a pre-Columbian man was found in the cave in 1835, During the War of  1812, the Rotunda, the first large chamber of the main cave, was mined for saltpetre  (nitre) from which gunpowder was manufactured.  In addition to the cave , the park contains a region of forests and hills traversed by the Green River, which receives the Echo River and other underground streams. Area, 212.1 sq km (81.9 sq mi).
Sequoia National Park
Sequoia National Park, national park, central California, established in 1890, located in the Sierra Nevada range. The park preserves groves of giant sequoia trees. One of the most spectacular features of the area is the General Sherman Tree, the largest living thing in the world; it stands 84 m (275 ft) tall and has a maximum of diameter 11m (36.5 ft). Several hundred other old-growth trees are also found in the park. Sequoia National Park also contains Mount Whitney, the tallest peak in the United States outside Alaska, with an elevation of 4.418 m (14.494 ft). Other features include Kern River Canyon and Crystal Cave, a marble cavern. Much of the park, especially the higher elevations, is wilderness, and wildlife is abundant. Area, 1628.8 sq km (628.9 sq mi).
 Yellowstone National Park
In 1807, an American trapper came across a wonderland in the northwest corner of what is now Wyoming. He and  later trappers returned with stories of geysers, thundering waterfalls, hot springs, mineral deposits, and bubbling pools of mud.
In 1870, an expedition went to the area to see if the fantastic stories were true.  By 1872, Congress had created a park out of the land. The park was named Yellowstone for the river that runs through it and for the yellow rocks that lie along the river. Yellowstone became the world’s first national park.
The first National Park was established in 1872, when President Grant signed a law creating Yellowstone National Park “for the Benefit and Enjoyment of the People”. Its area of 800,000 hectares is mostly in Wyoming. This act also served as an international model. Since the establishment of Yellowstone, some 100 other countries have created similar national parks. More than 3 million people come to Yellowstone every year.
The Yellowstone Park has the largest concentration of free-roaming wildlife. It is 20 miles north to south and 14 miles east to west. Its highest peak is Eagle Peak (1.358 ft). The Park has 250 active geysers. Old Faithful has eruption intervals of 80 minutes. The height ranges to 184 feet. Duration varies to 5 minutes. On peak days during July and August, more than 25,000 visitors are in the area awaiting eruption. Grand Prismatic, near the Firehole River is the largest and one of the most beautiful thermal features. 5% of the Park is covered with water including The Yellowstone River, Yellowstone Lake, Shoshona Lake, and Lewis Lake. The highest waterfall, Lower Falls is 308 feet.
Yellowstone bison constitute the largest free roaming herd in North America. The best viewing areas for bison are: near the Madison and Lamar Rivers as well as the Hayden Valley. The wild life of the Yellowstone Parkincludes black bear, grizzly bear, mountain lion, moose, elk, deer, wolf, coyote, antelope, bighorn sheep, beaver, bald eagle and Trumpeter Swan.
Yellowstone is a wilderness filled with natural wonders that are also potential hazards. There is no guarantee of your safety. You will see more of animals if you are sensitive to their need to space. Do not approach any wildlife, especially those with young. View them from the safety of your vehicle. If an animal reacts to your presence, you are too close. You must stay at least 100m away from bears, and 25 m away from other wildlife.
Bison may appear tame and show but are unpredictable and dangerous. Every year visitors approach bison too closely and are gored. People have been killed by these animals, which weigh up to 900 kg and sprint t 48 km/h – three times faster than you can run!
Coyotes can quickly learn bad habits like roadside begging. This may lead  to aggressive behavior toward humans. Pepper spray is a good last line of defense. Grizzly bears are active during the night and at dawn and dusk. Look at grizzlies with binoculars. Black bears are active mostly during the day. Wolves were hunted down and removed from their historic range. 14 wolves were captured in Canada and transported to Yellowstone in 1995. Today about 150 wild wolves live here. Wolves are social animals that live in packs. Most packs number to 8 animals. There are 11 wolf packs in Yellowstone.
Yellowstone National Parks has an official Junior Ranger Program open to children between 5 and 12 years of age. The goal of the program is to introduce children to the natural wonders of Yellowstone. The program ends on September 30. Yellowstone Park foundation and Yellowstone association help the Park. Your contribution of 25 dollars or more to either organization will designate you as a friend of Yellowstone.
